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de sa Plume; mais de son Epee; qu'on le demandait en Angle-
terre.'1

Lord Chesterfield was wrong. De Vergy went to
London to be secretary to de Guerchy, and was desired,
solicited, commanded to assassinate D'Eon, not hired to
do so, as the price for the appointment he coveted.

The indictment against de Ghierchy was afterwards,
in Easter term, at the instance of the Attorney-General,
removed from the Old Bailey by writ of certiorari into
the Court of King's Bench. The ambassador applied
to the King for a nolleprosequi, and an order of reference
was made to the Attorney-General, Sir Fletcher Norton,
and the Solicitor-General, William de Grey, Esq., who
issued summons on April 26, to the prosecutor and his
witnesses, to attend at Lincoln's Inn at eight o'clock in
the evening of the following Tuesday, the 30th, to show
cause why the nolle prosequi should not be granted ;
and upon hearing counsel on both sides and witnesses,
the proofs appeared so clear against de Guerchy, that
the Attorney-General refused to certify to the King in
favour of the ambassador or of a nolle prosequi, so that
the indictment for the intended murder of the Cheva-
lier D'Eon, minister plenipotentiary, undefended, undis-
charged, and open to further proceedings, remained on
record among the archives as a lasting monument of
the villainous designs of the French ambassador. A
correspondent in a newspaper of the day observed that
the verdict c was a remarkable instance of the spirit of a
grand jury of the city of London, as well as of fair
administration of our laws.'2

1 D'Argental's words to de Vergy as they appear in the brochure, p. 25,
are: * Je I'ai assure^ [de Guarchy] que voua votis preteriez a ses projets ; efc
que, suivant lea circonstances, voua vous serviriez aussi bion de Fe'pe'e que de
la plume/
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